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His approach, which aims 
not simply to assert a 
personal point of view on 
a pressing social issue, 
but also to facilitate 
opportunities for others to 
express themselves freely 
– to speak and be heard – 
is characteristic of all of 
Aquil’s work.
— CÉLINE LE MERLUS, FORMER CHIEF CURATOR, 
STEWART HALL ART GALLERY, 2018.





One doesn’t typically 
associate the high 
academia of a university 
like McGill with talented, 
driven artists. There are, 
however, those standout 
individuals who make 
the effort to follow their 
artistic ambitions despite 
their environment; Aquil 
Virani is one of them.
— GARRETT COSGRAVE, “MINDFCUK,” 
LEACOCK’S MAGAZINE, 2012.





Aquil Virani est un artiste 
engagé, fasciné par les 
questions sociales et la 
richesse de la diversité. 
Une diversité qu’il 
incarne lui-même, avec 
des origines française, 
indienne et ismaélienne.
— ÉRIC CLÉMENT, “AQUIL VIRANI CÉLÈBRE 
LA DIVERSITÉ DES FEMMES,” LA PRESSE, 2018.





Aquil Virani’s art is 
full of unexpected and 
quirky connections. 
...There are stories 
within stories.
— KATHERINE GOMBAY, “WE ARE ALL ARTISTS … 
EVEN IF WE DON’T BELIEVE IT,” MCGILL REPORTER, 2012.





Virani is founder of the 
“We Are All Artists” 
project. He’s an advocate 
for revealing the artist in 
everyone and using art to 
bring people together.
— TODD MOE, “PAUL SMITHS COLLEGE FRESHMEN COLLABORATE 
WITH MONTREAL ARTIST ON NEW ART,” NPR, 2017.





Aquil Virani is from many 
places. […] These many 
identities, influences 
and horizons sculpt the 
thought and work of 
this artist from the four 
corners of the world.
— OLIVIER DE COLOMBEL, “THE HERE AND NOW 
OF AQUIL VIRANI,” L’AURORE BORÉALE YUKON, 2017.





Ses projets sont tellement 
fascinants et ancrés sur la 
société d’aujourd’hui.  Ils 
nous donnent l’opportunité 
d’améliorer notre regard 
sur les changements 
sociaux du Québec.
— CHRISTIAN VACHON, CHEF, GESTION DES COLLECTIONS, 
CONSERVATEUR, ART DOCUMENTAIRE, MUSÉE MCCORD STEWART.





For Aquil Virani, all art is 
political. Even the decision 
to not use his art for 
political ends is a political 
decision,” he says.
— CAROLINE MONTPETIT, “ART AS A TOOL 
FOR PEACE AT THE MMFA,” LE DEVOIR, 2018.





It would be hard to 
find someone more 
enthusiastic about the idea 
of involving the viewer in 
every step of the artistic 
process. The charismatic 
Virani is the people’s 
artist.
— JESSICA PRUPAS, “COPYCAT,”
 LEACOCK’S MAGAZINE, 2012.





He is self-taught as an 
artist with work that 
includes painting, graphic 
design, illustration and, 
before the pandemic, 
live art events. He’s been 
earning awards for his art 
and showing in exhibits 
for a decade.
— LYNN SAXBERG, “STAMPS OF APPROVAL,“ 
OTTAWA CITIZEN, 2021.





L’artiste engagé Aquil 
Virani a reçu lundi le 
prix Artiste pour la 
paix. Ses préoccupations 
sociales sont au cœur 
de ses créations, comme 
en fait foi son approche 
participative.
— AGENCE QMI, “AQUIL VIRANI, ARTISTE 
POUR LA PAIX,” TVA NOUVELLES, 2018.





Virani said this was his 
intention: to portray 
the humanity of the six 
men, to help them be 
remembered for how they 
lived rather than just how 
they died.
— AINSLIE MACLELLAN, “PORTRAITS HONOUR QUEBEC 
MOSQUE SHOOTING VICTIMS,” CBC NEWS, 2022.




