ANOTHER “HOME RUN” SUCCESS AT PAUL SMITH’S
Canadian artist Aquil Virani unveils his collaborative artwork at a dramatic convocation ceremony. [aquil.ca, 2014]
PAUL SMITHS, NEW YORK – Almost exactly one year ago, artist Aquil Virani was discovering for himself the beauty
and the culture that Paul Smith’s College offers to new students, creating a memorable 4 x 6 foot painting that
featured the contributions of over 200 incoming freshmen students. On Tuesday, August 26th, Virani unveiled the
2014 edition of his collaborative artwork based on a new set of 300+ sketches. The multimedia piece was transferred
to the Joan Weill Adirondack Library for students to see up close.
“Aquil’s ‘We Are All Artists’ project was a perfect fit for the college,” says Curt Stager, Professor of Natural Sciences at
Paul Smith’s. “It beautifully captured and contributed to the spirit of community, and it showed that the arts are an
important part of who we are and what we do here.” And this is only part of the reason Virani was invited back to the
College to create another piece this year.
“I was surprised with the immense impact that Aquil made…the connection he created with the community in such
a short period of time,” noted Virginia McAleese, Director of the Academic Success Centre. “The collaborative nature
of the We Are All Artists Project provided a perfect means for our new students to begin their journey at Paul Smith’s
College.” The first two years of the initiative have attracted the attention of several local press organizations,
including two 10-minute radio spots on NCPR and a front-page article in the Adirondack Daily Enterprise.
Virani says that the project is also "about revealing the artist in everyone." Instead of the traditional model where a
painter works alone and shares the work only when it is finished, he has begun painting with participants and
including them directly in the creation process.
“It’s great to be back,” he says. “I knew it the moment I first visited a year ago. I knew I wanted to come back to such
a beautiful and welcoming campus at Paul Smith’s to create art with the community.”

ARTIST BIO
Aquil Virani (b. 1991, Vancouver, BC, Canada) is a freelance visual artist, graphic designer and workshop
facilitator. His 5+ years of professional experience have taken him across the world, most recently to Punta
Cana, Washington DC and several Canadian cities on a coast-to-coast tour. He has been called “the people’s
artist” with his collaborative art being featured on television, radio, print media and online in both Canada and
the United States of America. Last year at Paul Smith’s College, Aquil was interview by NCPR’s Todd Moe and
featured on the front page of the Adirondack Daily Enterprise. Learn more about his story at aquil.ca.

Contact me by phone (514 677 4137) or by email (aquilvirani@gmail.com).
Visit my website, www.aquil.ca. I look forward to hearing from you.

HOW IT WORKED
[1] Freshmen doodled on a
small piece of scrap paper.

[2] I created the artwork
live in the Students’ Centre.

[3] We unveiled the piece
at a full-school ceremony.

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS
Here are a few examples of the doodles drawn by students on their first day at Paul Smith’s.

MY MESSAGE
1. Making art together connects us.
By producing something together, taking a chance to be creative and vulnerable in front of each other and
sharing our stories with each other, we can connect with one another.
2. We are all artists.
If you can write ‘a, b, and c’ on a piece of paper, you can draw since both letters and doodles are composed of
basic elements – straight lines and curved lines.
3. Participate in campus life.
You have an amazing opportunity here and the best way to take advantage is to show up and participate.

FINAL ARTWORK

Final artwork. 3 x 6 feet in 3 panels. Acrylic, ink, paper on canvas. Unveiled August 27, 2014.
The main image here is what is famously known at St. Regis mountain, a beautiful image that can be seen from
many places on Paul Smith’s campus including the Students’ Centre.
I used a different medium in this year’s piece, noting the difference in personalities between different years or
cohorts. This year’s artwork featured ink pen, textured paper and acrylic paint on canvas; the paper used for the
sky at the top features small text printed over top - a random snippet from a dictionary meant to suggest how
these new students can “re-define” the college with their contributions.
The 200+ student drawings form a cohesive mass, representing the individual voices that unite to form a
community of creative contributions. They replace the “pathway” in the overall composition, a symbol of the
journey that every student takes, like those before them, in finding who they are and what they can contribute
to our society.
The artwork is about revealing the artist in everyone. It’s about bringing people together. The idea is that we
are all artists and together, we can create something beautiful.

SPECIAL THANKS
Special thanks to Virginia McAleese (shown on the left) for her contagious
enthusiasm for the project and her unwavering support throughout the process.
I’d also like to thank Professor Joseph Conto for putting me in touch with Ginny
and Courtney Bringley for her help in the planning process.
What a great community at Paul Smith’s!

2014 RADIO INTERVIEW
North Country Public Radio (NCPR). Todd Moe, “Paul Smiths College students
collaborate on new art.” 8 minutes, 3 seconds. Link. Canadian artist Aquil Virani is
on a mission to empower first year college students to feel confident and
comfortable in their adopted campus homes. / Virani is back at Paul Smiths
College again this week working on new art that was inspired by input from the
college’s new students. He helped create a collaborative triptych design last
August. This year’s community art project will be unveiled this afternoon. / Todd
Moe talks with Montreal artist and graphic designer Aquil Virani, founder of the
“We Are All Artists” Project, about revealing the artist in everyone and how art
can bring people together.

2013 PRESS
Adirondack Daily Enterprise. Shaun Kittle, “Unifying Freshmen.” Link.
Incoming freshman at Paul Smith's College were welcomed this week
with several events, including treks and a group art project all their own.
For the first time, the college brought in Aquil Virani, a visual artist and
graphic designer from Montreal. He welcomed the new students on
Friday and told them, "If you can write 'ABC' on a piece of paper, you can
draw. Virani asked the students to doodle on scraps of paper and
explained that he would re-draw the images onto a three-part collage
painting called "We Are All Artists."…
North Country Public Radio (NCPR). Todd Moe, “Aquil Virani: Revealing
the artist in everyone.” 10 minutes, 18 seconds. Link. A Canadian visual
artist worked with first year Paul Smith's College students over the
weekend on a community art project. Aquil Virani is a graphic designer
for L'Oreal Canada and on the side, he travels across the country - or in
this case, the continent - working on community art projects. He's spent
the last few days at Paul Smith's College as part of Welcome Week. His
motto, as he told the freshmen class recently, “Everyone is an artist.” He
took a break for a conversation about collaborative art revealing the
artist in everyone and how art can bring people together…
Plattsburgh Press Republican. Jack LaDuke, “We Are All Artists.” (Photo
Of The Day). Link. Two incoming Paul Smith's College freshmen,
Jacqueline Goley (left) and Jacqueline Johnson (right), confer with Aquil
Virani about their sketches for a collaborative art piece led by the
Montreal-based visual artist during the We Are All Artists project at the
school in Paul Smiths over the weekend. More than 200 new students
took part in creating the work.

2014 TESTIMONIALS

Diane Litynski, PhD, MBA, Faculty:
“Your freshman art design captured the spirit of Paul Smith’s. Blew me away! Bravo – c’est formidable!”
Virginia McAleese, Director of Academic Success Centre:
“What an amazing experience! I can’t thank you enough for the many ways your art has touched all of
us! So beautiful. Actually brought tears to my eyes. I look so forward to sharing this with others and to
next year!“
Jessica Stafford, Freshman:
“The final product really helps all of the new students feel welcomed here at Paul Smith’s. It brings all
of us together as a community. I’m so honored to have met you. Your lectures and your art have really
inspired me as a person and I’ll take that with me for the rest of my life. I hope you get the opportunity
to come back to Paul Smith’s next fall! You’re seriously inspirational.”
Kelsey Pelletier, Freshman:
“My favorite part of the project was that everyone connected. I loved that every single one of us had a
different idea, yet we all came together.”
Sarah Harley, Freshman:
“The idea seems very befitting of the Paul Smith’s family atmosphere. More people should be
inclusive with their areas of expertise and open things up to everyone instead of hoarding knowledge.
Thanks for the fun, for the messages you portray and for sharing your gift with us.”
Maddy Lemoine, Freshman:
“I was thoroughly impressed with the way that all the pictures that the students had drawn were placed
perfectly together. They all seemed to belong together and it made this art piece come to life.”
Bevin Rainwalker, Freshman:
“I liked how there was both black and white as well as color. It made the pictures pop out more. “

NEXT YEAR (FALL 2015)
I would love to be back next year. Each year, I can improve the process a bit more, adjust more comfortably
to my new home and connect with more students in the Paul Smith’s community. I have already thought of
a few ideas for another artwork and I’d be very happy to arrange another visit next year!

